840 Worthington Ridge 
1830 


Elishama Brandegee (1754-1832) Revolutionary War & 
Lucy Plumb (1751-1827). built for Worthington 
Academy teacher, later son Dr Elishama Brandegee 
home. Lucy Brandegee planted mulberry trees for a 
silkworm industry. Son Elishama Brandegee Jr (1784- 
1854) & Emily Stocking (1792-1833. 

Greek revivial 

Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Elishama Brandegee House, 840 Worthington Ridge, c. 1845. This house is 
significant for its connection to the prominent Brandegee family. Elishama 
Brandegee, Jr., a prosperous Berlin merchant, built two almost identical adjacent 
houses. Originally #840 was built to house the teacher for the Worthington 
Academy. In the middle and late 19" century it was the residence of Elishama’s 
son, Dr. Elishama Brandegee. His wife, Lucy, became fascinated with the 
silkworm industry and planted numerous mulberry trees on the property. Their 
son founded the first silk and cotton thread-company in East Berlin. Emma Hart 
Willard began her teaching career in 1804 at age seventeen in a small 
schoolhouse that stood in the mulberry orchard adjacent to the Brandegee house. 
She went on to teach at the Berlin (Worthington Academy) and later founded a 
private female seminary in Troy, New York, now operating as Emma Willard 
School. This house is one of the finest and best-preserved examples of the Greek 
Revival style of architecture in the District. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Around 1845, Elishama Brandegee, Jr., a Berlin merchant 
with a strong interest in education, built a Greek Revival- 
style house on Worthington Ridge to serve as housing for 
the teacher at the Worthington Academy next door. It was 
later the home of his son, Dr. Elishama Brandegee. The 
Brandegees contributed to industry, founding East Berlin's 
first silk and cotton thread company. Elishama Brandegee’s 
mother was also fascinated by the silk industry: she 
planted mulberry trees and raised silkworms. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 064 
1830 west side of Worthington Ridge Road, US 5 
next south Academy Building, shirt distance south of 
Route 72 
Wood building, oeak roof, brick chimney, two stories 
and a half, 2 windows left of corner entrance, 3 
windows abive, 2/2 sash, gabke end facing street, 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 194 


1845 Dr Elishama Brandegee current owner: Elizabeth Wallace Greek revival 


Historically, the Brandegee House is significant for its connection 
with the locally prominent Brandegee family and with the Worthington 
Academy, a private school founded in 1833. This is the better- 
preserved of two virtually identical adjacent houses built by Elisham 
Brandegee Jr., a prosperous Berlin merchant. Built around 1835 to 
house the teacher at the Worthington Academy, its first occupant was 
Ariel Parish. For many years in the middle and late 19th century, 

it was the residence of Elishama's son, Dr. Elishama Brandagee, a phy 
Sician. Dr. Brandegee died in 1884. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1830 current owner: David & Leslie Riley 


Genealogy 


He was a captain in the Revolutionary War, served in General Spencer's 
Regiment, S. Wyllys Company in 1775. He was the oldest of six children. He 
traded mostly in the West Indies and sailed his own vessels, one of which was the Minerva. He was part 
owner of this ship and it was captured by French privateers after the war. He lived on Worthington 
Ridge and acquired considerable land on the opposite side of the street. He was a member of the 
Harmony Lodge [Masonic], in 1792. Died at age 78. A Rev. marker is at his burial place. North. History of 
Berlin, p. 202-203 Beers: 1901He was a captain in the Revolutionary War, served in General Spencer's 
Regiment, S. Wyllys Company in 1775. He was the oldest of six children. He traded mostly in the West 
Indies and sailled his own vessels, one of which was the Minerva. He was part owner of this ship and it 
was captured by French privateers after the war. He lived on Worthington Ridge and acquired 
considerable land on the opposite side of the street. He was a member of the Harmony Lodge 
[Masonic], in 1792. Died at age 78. A Rev. marker is at his burial place. North. History of Berlin, p. 202- 
203 Beers: 1901 


Lucy: Mrs. Brandegee made a famous red silk dress with the intention, it was said, of presenting it to 
Martha Washington. She reared the silkworms herself, feeding them the mulberry leaves from the trees 
surrounding her home, spinning and dying the thread and sewing the gown which in the end was worn 


by Lucy Brandegee herself. In a 1975 article in the New Britain Herald the writer suggested that 
"comparing the size of the dress to portraits of our buxom first First Lady, it may have been deemed 
more tactful to keep the frock at home . . . [also] Lucy would have been more than 50 years old... 
seems unlikely that she would have undertaken such a project at that time." The gown was carefully 
wrapped and hidden from the light of day, but was presumed to be lost unitl it was found in the archives 
of the Stanley-Whitman House, now the Farmington Museum where it is on display. She was a widow at 
the time of her marriage to Brandegee. Died at age 76. North. History of Berlin, p. 203-204 New Britain 
Herald. May 3, 1975 


Elishama Brandegee (1754-1832) son of Jacob Brandegee & Abigail Dunham. He married in 1778 to Lucy 
Pumb (1751-1827). They had children including Sarah, Elishama Jr, and Jacob. They are buried in Maple 
Cemetery. 


Elishama Brandegee Jr (1784-1854). In 1811 he married Emily Stocking (1792-1833) daughter of Jozeb 
Stocking & Anna Sheldon. They had children: Camilius, Sarah, Julia, Henry, Elishama, John. They are 
buried in Maple Cemetery. 


North describes him as "upright, kind, genial, full of public spirit... a leader." He served as a selectman 
in Berlin in 1854. According to family tradition he planted at age 12 two rows of stately maples on family 
property (could they be the two rows now in Maple Cemetery?--cataloger's note) Ca. 1812 he build a 
"fine large house" and later a "great rambling store, once so famoous, that occupied the corner opposite 
his dwelling." The store carried a large stock of dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes and medicines. He 
traveled to New York twice a year to replenish his stock. Some of his customers traded their farm 
products, butter, eggs, etc. for "finery" at the store. Ca. 1830 he purchased a business property 
described in North as a south mill on Belcher Brook. He wished to start his son, Jacob, in the business of 
making silver spoons. He sold South Mill to Justice and William Bulkley who made the spoons, but used 
the Brandegee stamp (some are marked J.S. Brandegee, others H. Kenea & Co.) He was one of 130 who 
joined the Berlin Congregational Church (then the Second Church) on April 9, 1854. He died suddenly 
the following day "while sitting in his chair." North. History of Berlin, p. 186, 205, 239 Brandegee, p. 40, 
43 Conn. Magazine. 1900, p. 168, 171 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


The Elishama Brandegee House has a three-bay flush-boarded facade 
with four fluted two-story Ionic pilasters. The right entry has a 
glazed transom and sidelights. The sidelight muntins are treated 

as narrow molded pilasters with plain blocks where they intersect 

the similarly decorated transom bar. The entry is protected by a 
flat-roofed porch with Ionic columns, a wide entrablature with a 
central molding, and plain pilasters with molded caps. The original 
heavy paneled entry door features egg-and-dart molding. Windows 

are fitted with 2-over-2 sash and have broad projecting board lintels. 
The molded main roof cornice has a plain architrave and frieze sep- 
arated by a central molding and shows a full return across the flush- 
boarded tympanum. There is a single round-headed attic light. . The 
right elevation has a two-story one-bay cross-gable (continued) 
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WISTORT t OR ARCH URAL POR 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


Historically, the Brandegee House is significant for its connection 
with the locally prominent Brandegee family and with the Worthington 
Academy, a private school founded in 1833. This is the better- 
preserved of two virtually identical adjacent houses built by Elishama 
Brandegee Jr., a prosperous Berlin merchant. Built around 1835 to 
house the teacher at the Worthington Academy, its first occupant was 
Ariel Parish. For many years in the middle and late 19th century, 

it was the residence of Elishama's son, Dr. Elishama Brandagee, a phy- 
Ssician. Dr. Brandegee died in 1884. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The Brandegee House is architecturally significant as one of Berlin's 
finest and best-preserved examples of the Greek Revival style. Greek 
Revival features include the flush-boarded facade, the wide projecting 
window lintels, and the classically’inspired entablatures and orders 
found in the porches and roof treatment. These features, (continued) 


Beers 1901, pp. 130-1 
North, pp. 186, 210 


RCES 


Brandegee House 


17. (continued) : 


projection with a cornice treatment similar to that on the facade; 

the left elevation has a one-story flat-roofed porch with a mixture 

of Ionic and square paneled columns, a plain rail, and turned balusters. 
At the rear is a two-story parallel extension, 


19. (continued) : 


along with the gable-to-street orientation, were intended to suggest 
pe macetng and smooth masonry construction of the classical Greek 
emple. 


